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AMITY-Oxford Brookes University Virtual Student Exchange Lecture Series

The Oxford Brookes University and Amity Business School Virtual Student Exchange
programme was inaugurated on the 14" of March at 04:00 PM — 06:00 PM by Our Dean
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjeev Bansal (Dean Faculty of Management Studies and Director and Head of
Amity Business School) and Dr. Simon M Smith( Principal Lecturer in Business,
Management and Enterprise, Oxford Brookes Business School, Oxford Brookes University).
Prof. (Dr.) Anupama Rajesh (Head of Internationalization Cell and Professor of Amity
Business School) and Ms. Karen Blakeley were also present at the inauguration and the
introductory session The introductory session was led by Dr. Simon M. Smith. Dr. Simon M
Smith( Principal Lecturer in Business, Management and Enterprise, Oxford Brookes Business
School, Oxford Brookes University), greeted all with a warm welcome to the gathering.
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Dr. Smith provided an insight into the virtual journey the two institutions are about to embark
on in the coming three weeks. He also brought forward the various aims and objectives of the
virtual exchange program, what will the various outcomes of the exchange, and how the
program will further the cause of understanding and learning among the students of the two

nations.

Talking about the modus operandi of the entire lecture series, Dr. Smith ensured the gathering
about the interactivity of the entire event. He particularly emphasized the dynamic nature of
the forthcoming lectures and what is expected out of the attending students. He urged the
gathering to think of lectures as the actual syllabus and content that can be thoroughly studied
and researched. Moreover, Dr. Smith encouraged the students to consider the coming lectures

as a part of the modules being taught in their respective institutions.

Prof. (Dr.) Anupama Rajesh (Head of Internationalization Cell and Professor of Amity
Business School) and Ms. Karen Blakeley were also present at the inauguration and the
introductory session. Dr. Anupama and Dr. Simon had a very illuminating discussion
regarding the entire event. The coordinators were very enthusiastic about the coming three

weeks.

The inauguration ceremony was attended by many students from both the Business Schools
and the faculty. More than 100 students from Amity Business School and 25 students from
Oxford Brookes Business School were in the gathering. The coordinator for the first session

was Dr. Simon M. Smith.
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= - * Taster sessions — a snapshot of content we would like to have on a more
2 aog permanent basis within a pre-module preceding a trip to India. )
* Attend as many as you can k > ?
¢ Interactivity is fully welcomed. Think of it in two ways: 1. The actual content. 2. If || Karen Blakeley
- you had this within a module being taught

@

*  We will be looking to do focus groups after the taster sessions to get your | 1
opinions on finalising details for validating a new module. Your opinions really do .
count. At that point, you will see much more detail around the mechanics of

- e
Prof.(Dr.) Anupama Raje...
running a module. We want your creative ideas to make this a long-term success. — e
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Lo Thus, when you consider that society and
higher education is somewhat (arguably)
dominated by the exploitative tendencies of
Table 1, you can perhaps see why we are
struggling to adjust and change towards
——— more explorative practices that are needed
BOEEA

= I Yet, those exploitative aspects are so
BEASEE desirable within capitalistic virtues, so, not
only do we have to live with them, we need
to live with them to bring on board a much

= larger part of society. This leads back to the
idea of embracing the paradox (Smith
2016). If we cannot smash capitalism and
find an alternative set of approaches, it

- seems we must find a way for capitalism to

C

] with achieving SDGs, despite the
paradoxical nature clearly outlined. That, of
course, is an incredible challenge
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