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Ashlyn Smith is Senior Manager of Research and Evaluation at Special Olympics. She has a primary role
in the evaluation of both health and non-health programs including Unified Champion Schools, Young
Athletes, and global youth engagement activities. She also supports strategic planning and
agendasetting for the larger research and evaluation team. She has over 10 years of experience
conducting research with individuals with disabilities and their families in both academic and non-profit
settings. She earned her Ph.D. from Georgia State University and her BA from the University of North
CarolinaChapel Hill. Her graduate and post-doctoral research was focused on how parents and siblings
experience having a child with a disability.


