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Menace of predatory, cloned journals more
rampant in post-pandemic world

Among the highest number of victims from South Asian countries, particularly India, say
academicians

Ritwik Sharma | New Delhi October 25, 2021 Last Updated at 17:53 IST
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Two years
ago, a
Pune-
based
PhD
student
who is
enrolled
ata
university
in
Madhya
Pradesh
submitted
a paper to
a social
science
journal
that
promised
to upload
it online.
She only
had to pay
Rs 5,000
to publish
the paper,
and

immediately received a PDF file of her paper and a certificate via mail. “But later when I searched online, I
could neither find the paper nor the journal’s website,” says the 32-year-old who does not want to be
identified. It’s one of thousands of examples of researchers falling prey to fake, cloned or predatory journals

— B

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/menace-of-predatory-

cloned-iournals-more-rampant-in-nost-pandemic-world-121102501031 1.html
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7



Hijacked journals ‘siphon millions of dollars’ from research

International action needed to eliminate ‘cloned journals’ that prey on early career
researchers, says Indian research integrity advisor

August 30, 2021
Jask Grove ove-0)

Twitter: @jgra the (https//twitter.com/jgro_the)

Fraudulent journals that hijack the identity of
legitimate scholarly publications are becoming
one of the biggest problems for India's research
system, with millions of dollars a year being
“siphoned” into international publishing scams, a
research integrity expert has warned.,

Sumit Narula, deputy dean of research
{publications and citations) at Amity University
(https:/fwww.timeshighereducation.com/world-
university-rankings/amity-university-uttar-
pradesh), which has campuses in Mumbai, Kolkata  Seurce; isteck

and Jaipur, told Times Higher Education that he was

alarmed by the rising numbers of indian scholars falling for so-called "hijacked” or “cloned” journals, in
which fraudsters create near-identical domain names to established journals and charge fees of up to
US$1,000 (£728) for "publication” in these outlets without peer review or editing.

“It is alarming that so many young research scholars are being fooled,” said Dr Narula, who runs

workshops to help early career researchers spot predatory journals, with Indian PhD candidates required

10 take mandatory training (https:/fwww.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/9836633_Research-and-Publication-
Ethics.pdf) on this subject since 2019.

“It is probably costing India's research system millions of dollars - maoney which is being siphoned out of
our system,” he added.

While the practice was first identified back in 2011, hijacked journals have risen to prominence in recent™*
months after Anna Alkabina, a research fellow at Free University of Berlin

(https:/fwww timeshighereducation.comiworld-university-rankings/free-university-berlin), discovered

that almost 400 papers from three hijacked journals (https://retractionwatch.com/2021/08/16/who-
covid-19-library-contains-hundreds-of-papers-from-hijacked-journals/) featured in the World Health
Organisation’s official library of Covid-19 papers, including 70 papers from India,

Several European journals, including Talent Development and Excellence (hijacked as the journal of Talent
Development and Excellence), the Transylvanian Review and the Annals of the Romanifan Society for Cell
Bialogy have also been cloned in recent years, with the fraudulent publications being listed on Scopus,
owned by Elsevier, explained Dr Alkabina in a Retroction Watch
{https:/retractionwatch.com/2021/05/26/how-hijacked-fournals-keep-fooling-one-of-the-worlds-leading-
databoses/) article in May,

For the latter hijacked journal, which charges $200 an article, more than 5,000 papers were published in
2021, of which 1,458 came from India-based authors, she discovered, adding that hundreds of hijacked
journals are thought to exist.

“India is most affected by this because people are keen to get a PhD but not so worried about doing the
research required or where it is published, so long as itis in a journal that meets official requirements,”
said Dr Narula. India's University Grants Council holds an approved list of journals where scholars are
allowed to publish, where cloned journals have appeared,

“This lackadaisical attitude is partly why itis happening, but there is another 50 per cent of scholars who
are genuinely fooled because they are not checking [whether] the journal is of poor quality,” said Dr
Narula, who is editor-in-chief of the Scopus-indexed fournal of Content Ci ity and C i

While cloned journals often make extensive efforts to replicate the online content s
(https:/farxiv.org/abs/2101.01224) of genuine publications, there are telltale signs
(https:/fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=9KAZpKP5D4E) of fraudulent publications, he said. These include the
failure to mention submission deadlines or the contact details of the publisher, promises to publish
research papers in a short time span such as 48 hours, misleading profiles of editorial board members
and ambiguous descriptions of a journal's impact factor.

While increased researcher education was needed to improve awareness, internationally coordinated
action was also required to close down hijacked journals more swiftly, he added.

“They are often based in India, but the doemain names are also registered in Morocco, China, lceland and
Singapore - these are lllegal websites that exist for one or two years before they are shut down when
their purpose of making money is done, but | think other countries can do more,” he said.

Jack grove@timeshighereducation.com (mailtojack.grove@timeshighereducation.com)
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BVIMSR’s virtual RDR on
identification of fake put_)Ilcatlons
well received internationally

By Ashok Dhamija

ver 650 participants [rom a dozen
Ocmmlrius across four continents
took part in a virtual International Re-
search Development Program (RDP)

ics. also shared his varied experiences
for the identification of l!lcsc unclllncnf
traps, used by predatory journals in the
face of such challenges.

Some of these may included, types

? that was organised by Navi Mumbai  of journal which mostly “'”“mr .l:”hi
¥ based Bharati Vidyapeeth's Institute  multidisciplinary in nature, L‘umn.uu,
i of Management Studics ond Research 1o one that caters to a theme or 1-._mml
| (BVIMSR), on the theme ‘Identifica-  industry-related one nr.zlhwncc ol EII'I}'
! tion of Fake, Forged, Cloned and Pred-  physical address of the J‘”‘l”"mlI r’“_h“h'h'_
i atory Journals’, er or fost tracking the Lil.‘i.‘iL‘I‘IllH‘lllllll'l _wl
, Dr. Sumit Narula, a Ph.D in Elec-  the author without checking articles for
|

tronic Media and Conflict Resolution
from Punjab University, Chandigarh,
who was the key speaker for the online
convention, provided genuine insight
on this burning and pro-
voking issue for the benefit |
of academicians, research
scholars, editors and publish-
ers alike. .
In his sharing he threw
light on the world of academ- |
ic publishing and the rising |
number of national and inter-
national journals (print and
online) for authors to publish
their work every year, This
though beneficial also places
greater responsibility on the authors
to avoid publishing in some predatory
Journal. The proliferation of these fake
or cloned journals over the past few
years has led (o frustration among au-
thors and writers whose works if pub-
lished are not accepled and also leaves
them poorer financially,

Dr. Narula who is currently the Dep-
uty Dean Research (Publications and
Citations) at Amity University Gwalior
and is also the Editor in Chief of the
bi-annual SCOPUS indexed and UGC
CARE listed journal, who has taken
several workshops on this burning top-

Dr. Sumit Narula shared his
valuable experlence on the
lople

quality and legitimacy instead ol the
one followed by high-quality academic
journals to publish articles which are
subjected to a proper peer review or
accepling plagianised articles
or creating cloned websites
which become defunct after
few months elc.

Earlier the convention
was inaugurated by Dr. Anjali
Kalse, Director of BVIMSR
who in her inaugural speech
highlighted some of the var-
ied techniques of trapping
adopted by the miscreants
and also thanked Dr. Vilasrao
Kadam, Regional Director,
Bharati Vidyapeeth Belapur campus
for providing all the necessary support
for smooth conduct of the convention.

Prof. Satya S. Ranjan who along
with Dr. Uma Durgude, and Prof
Sameer Sonawane who were pant of
the organising team for this RDP, stated
that this online event was conceptual-
ized couple of month back, The same
was well appreciated by one and all
from Aacross 12 countries and many
participants in their feedback urged the
egala intervats (o s bore e On

lai 1¢ benefit of aca-
demicians and research enthusiasts.
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School of Management sciences Bahra
University organised workshop

4 days ago Himachal Tonite

School of Management sciences Bahra University organised workshop for faculty and
students on How to identify fake predatory or cloned journals. ( BMIBI

UNIVERSIT!

Bahra University school of Management sciences organized a
one day workshop on How to identify fake predatory and cloned
journals.This guest lecture was specially organised for faculty and students of University
keeping in view their future research endeavours.

The session was taken by Dr. Sumit Narula Director Amity school of communication
Madhya Pradesh.Dr. Narula is well renowned researcher , editor ,writter in the field of Media
studies.He is Allumni of Punjab University and and is rigrously working on debunking of fake
news.

Dr. Narula is also running an center for detection of fake news , properties and content
available on internet. In this technology pro era under this center they are training
Goverment , police, administration,educational institutions for the same. This session was
joined by several faculty members to attain knowledge and be aware of fake content floating
on web.Dr. Narula emphasized that post COVID scenario in education sector and rigorous
use of internet is part of life in this technology pro era though the faculties should be also
aware of. malfunctioned properties so that the research work should not be impacted.
Session was hosted by Dr.salochna HOD School of Management Bahra University.

On this ocassion PR Bahra University Gaurav Bali added that University always focus on
the Faculty development programmes to enhance the quality and awareness amongst them
so that the same is always floated to students.

Registrar Bahra University Mr Vineet kumar was also present.

https://himachaltonite.com/himachal/school-of-management-sciences-bahra-university-
organised-workshop/

[__SHIMLA HILLS
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School of Management sciences Bahra
University organises workshop on How
to identify fake predatory or cloned

journals.

Bahra University school of Management sciences
organized a one day workshop on How to identify fake
predatory and cloned journals.This guest lecture was
specially organised for faculty and students of University
keeping in view their future research endeavours.
The session was taken by Dr. Sumit Narula Director
Amity school of communication Madhya Pradesh.Dr.
Narula is well renowned researcher , editor ,writter in the
field of Media studies.He is Allumni of Punjab University and and is rigrously
working on debunking of fake news.

Dr. Narula is also running an center for detection of fake news , properties and
content available on internet. In this technology pro era under this center they
are training Goverment , police, administration,educational institutions for the
same. This session was joined by several faculty members to attain
knowledge and be aware of fake content floating on web.Dr. Narula
emphasized that post COVID scenario in education sector and rigorous use of
internet is part of life in this technology pro era though the faculties should be
also aware of. malfunctioned properties so that the research work should not
be impacted. Session was hosted by Dr.salochna HOD School of
Management Bahra University.

On this ocassion PR Bahra University Gaurav Bali added that University
always focus on the Faculty development programmes to enhance the quality
and awareness amongst them so that the same is always floated to students.
Registrar Bahra University Mr Vineet kumar was also present.

https://crazynewsindia.com/school-of-management-sciences-bahra-university-organises-
workshop-on-how-to-identify-fake-predatory-or-cloned-journals/
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[dentitying fake,

cloned journals
Webinar held at Doaba College

fl_‘mnu NE NEWS SERVICE

JALANDHAR, JANUARY 17

The PG Department of
Journalism and Mass Com-
munications of Doaba Col-
lege organised a webinar in
collaboration with Internal
Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC) on ‘Decluttering
the Clutter- Fake, Cloned
and Predatory Journals in
Academics’.

Dr Sumit Narula, Amity
School of Communication
and Director Amity Univer-
sity, Gwalior graced the
oCCcasion as a resource per-
son. He was accorded a
warm welcome by Principal
Dr Naresh Kumar Dhiman,
Prof Sandeep Chahal-1QAC
Coordinator, Dr Simran Sid-
hu, head, faculty, and 89

participants.
Dr Sumit Narula demon-
strated the difference

between fake, cloned and
predatory journals by using
internet tool wviz Scopus

Jalandhar Cribune ... /-

Links, UGC Care List, Digital
Object Identifier, ORCID,
bibliometric analysis and
identifying cloned websites.

Dr Surnit said the fake and
cloned journals have no
deadline for the submission
of research paper and they
print it within 24 hours.

Such journals are pub-
lished in all 12 months,
there 1s no contact detail of
editor and the namesin the
editorial board are without
requisite  profiles. Such
journals unnecessarily use
UGC and Scopus Logos in
their websites which is
against the norms.

Dr Sumit emphasised on
digital identity sothat no one
is able to copy their research
and should also take help of
Google alert internet tool to
safeguard themselves. He
also discussed in detail the
other relevant terminology
viz impact factor, citation
index, h-index, GIF etc, used
11 research.
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