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Special Article Page 2

THE MAHATMAG6S LI FE WAS HI'S MESSAGE, WRITES PRESI DEN

Gandhi j i sacrificed his Ilife for the wupliftment of the do
Gandhi ji took up codpdlid sgn plealsalnft sqf | atblbbaurrser s, WO me ne xainsdt eontchee,r ss uasntda i knna
and soci al equality. There are |l essons (Getty | ma
Gandhi ji was jailed in 1922 -doogpevrdattiiong and i il wisl chimpalBahikemc d ardioophaoll le
the Mahatma starting the day at 4 am, and not wastikguassandhg, mtouseudy
was constantly occupied. Banker enthusiastically jodmed yi,n Baarkee r Gd rod i jG«¢
|l earned a new way of [|ife Gandhi ji asked him to tell others about his |
Gandhi ji then asked him i f he had any idea of how peagpHeydvbud ady , ,r ealdd .i Ba
can |l ead such a |ife We cand6t b6, o Gandhi ji sai d. Thheamda@agndRivujl it sasakaed | hicr
|l essly worked to remove them Now people call me Ma hrayt méi, vit dhwallg hc d n awna If la
thinks through it and make progress in that direction with confidence an
As we celebrate Gandhijids 151st birth anniversary, hnhs etlhfi nnke voefr hcilsa idndevd -ct
i ndeed, he went out of his way to tell the world mbrbumahi povehnieabbil fta
ments seem superhuman to us What Al bert Einstein saiabldi nimesbeftikbviagt:t
with a toothy smile could have made it possible to win freedom without t
As Gandhi ji hi mself tells us, he was an average c¢ hi Irdflowintdha tweoanksn. e slsne sh.i sT
an di ffident, but he was consolidating his ethicael doiuvt d otodkwa rTchs st hcoosnes t aar
Mahat ma. This path was, of course, extremely difficuwltte.p Tahherae twentee many
I'n his autobiography, he writes that wh-ateahkesbdandobedtacese dioGmd dfaa md mpKrsil
then unigue in that he did not renounce the worl dpothwet esmoomwiefrimeaend ifs fwh
more concerned about his duties thanéleasllrtlsghtp ,asamd shpobmbopremndty b mpnoao
new kind of compassionate politics tha has answerseadtetail,tmea(:émtyemmom
di vidual s, orgaénﬁ@aaatminesveanmiemtaeﬁunlnscoexistence, sustainable devel opment,
Mor eover, he accompli shed so much while remaining utteblashammbeéheHi $§i ga
rightly speaks of a fAclean smell 06 he managed to | eaarambeishd.am i me &Alhimead
ago. The ground stil!/ remains hall owed, and t he pnliadrc ep esatcielflulv ivbirbartaetsi owi st
hissa maadthiRaj Ghat i n Del hi
In a world riven by strife, Gandhiji s teachings hpwventniesrsahnh semenphc
them mysel f. Such a | ife is but rar e, and t hus, i tadi Ned sro nd Mtay dted an u rot d ri
Zambi ads first President, Kenneth Kaunda, and for mert hUmi Gardd hSitjaitdess-l tBenagcsh |
celebrations of his 150th birth anniversary that culiménbhe modaly aandeebhb
public I|ife. Many young people, in India and abroad, must have discovere
Gandhi ji has so much more to offer to us i f we taketd eswstonrsedlk oof hd sddad
hi mself into health care and sanitation duties that exemplified his self
As he put it in a speech in Alappuzha (All eppey) dad danutrwil L98d¢ccéédha
0 hi story wil/| record it as a movement designed to fparitts aolfl opneeo pwheo lien ot hB
and attitude, [ am confident, we wil/| be able to imhgnkethbndubhbibdrapbet
Gandhijiés Iife and thought, and prepare ourselves again to hear his voi
By Ram NathkKevidedt of | ndia



