






Music industry has always 
been about live perfor-
mances, concerts, and play-

back music but after Covid-induced 
lockdowns it came to a prolonged 
pause. The cancellation of several 
live music events hit many artists 
especially in 2020, however, soon 
the industry bounced back via on-
line forum. 

Digital platforms acted as sav-
iour during these tough times. 
A major advantage of 
these platforms was 
connecting peo-
ple from across 
the globe. 
P l a t f o r m s 
like Face-
book Live, 
Y o u t u b e 
and Zoom 
b e c a m e 
common for 
online pro-
grammes. Minis-
try of Culture, India 
organised ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit Mohatsav’ celebrating 
75 years of India’s Independence, 
which contained a series of online 
cultural programmes. 

“It is difficult to organise a live 
show with artists from all over the 
world but connecting people online 
is a much easier way” said Pt. Pro-
senjit Deogharia, who started a se-
ries of events ‘Journey of Music by 

Pratishtha Music 
Academy, Toron-
to’ in the begin-
ning of the lock-

down and is still 
continuing it. He 

has connected artists 
from different countries 

through this show. 
Even artists like Shankar Ma-

hadevan and Kaushiki Chakrobarty 
performed online shows open 
for all and several exclusive paid 
events. They had also started online 
classes to take their art to common 
people. 

Sangeet Kala Sansthan, Lucknow 
organised a 24-hour Facebook Live 
Classical Music event on ‘Bada 

Mangal’, wherein artists from Ita-
ly, America and many other places 
joined the platform.

Online ticket booking websites 
like Book My Show flourished a lot 
during this time because of paid 
online concerts. It has always been 
told that classical music can only 
be learned through Guru-Shishya 
parampara but during these times 
it also shifted to online mode of 
teaching and distance learning be-
came common. 

For nought it is said that where 
there is a will, there is way. Covid 
ushered in a whole new era of dig-
italisation providing easier accessi-
bility for all even in the field of per-
forming arts.   
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Online platform: Boost to music industry 
�������������������������������3�0 �5�L�G�G�K�L�P�D���6�U�L�Y�D�V�W�D�Y�D���M�S�J

�K�W�W�S�V�������G�U�L�Y�H���J�R�R�J�O�H���F�R�P���G�U�L�Y�H���I�R�O�G�H�U�V�����Q�4�G���-�P�*�9�S���;�N�,�.�G�9���=�K�&�5�M�������2�2�(�X�:���< ������

Photo courtesy: Riddhima Srivastava

Covid fallout: 
Musicians not only 
performed but 
also started virtual 
classes to connect 
with people

Riddhima Srivastava

Online ticket  
booking websites 

like Book My Show 
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Athletes’ (para)mount 
efforts hit bullseye! 

Disability shouldn’t be an 
obstacle to success & it is 
very well proved by our 
Indian para-athletes at 

paralympics, a powerful platform 
for changing societal perceptions.

It was a great commencement 
and stellar performances by ath-
letes’, which made others praise 
and admire them. A total of 54 In-
dian para-athletes competed in 
nine different sports disciplines. 
Out of which, 17 participants made 
their imprints on the podium, with 
two para-athletes winning multiple 
medals. There were 5 gold, 8 silver, 
and 6 bronze medals among the to-
tal of 19 medals won by our Indian 
para-athletes.

Thinking of playing table ten-
nis and that too while being in a 
wheelchair sounds intimidating 
right? Polio-diagnosed Bhavinaben 
Patel competed in a wheelchair & 
opened India’s account on 29th Au-
gust by winning a silver medal in 
women’s singles Table Tennis at To-
kyo Paralympics. On the same day, 
Nishad Kumar won India’s second 
medal when he secured a silver med-
al in the men’s high jump T47 event. 
Furthermore, on August 30, Avani 
Lakhera made a mark in Indian his-
tory by becoming the first woman 
ever to win a gold medal in Shooting 
with a record of 249.6 at Paralym-
pics & further she went a notch high-
er by winning bronze on September 
3. Yogesh Kathuniya clinched the 
silver medal by throwing the disc to 
a distance of 44.38m. It was indeed 

a remarkable ap-
proach. 

With two 
medals on his 
side in Javelin 
Throw- veteran 
Devendra Jha-
jhariya this year 
secured the third 
medal by pulling 
off the best throw of 
64.35m. Sundar Singh 
Gurjar brought double 
joy among Indians by winning 
bronze in Men’s Javelin Throw, 
coming second behind Jhajhariya. 
A para-athlete Sumit Antil won gold 
in the Javelin Throw despite having 
his leg amputated. Singhraj Adha-

na won two medals, 
bronze and sil-

ver, in shooting 
and inspired 
millions. In ad-
dition, Mari-
yappan Than-
gavelu, Praveen 

Kumar clinched 
silver medals & 

Sharad Kumar won 
bronze in the High 

Jump by giving their 
best performances at Paralym-

pics. Harvinder Singh won India’s 
first-ever Paralympic archery med-
al (bronze). The 19-year-old Man-
ish Narwal shot a total of 218.2 in 
the 50m Pistol SH1 event and won 
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Tokyo 
Paralympics

17  
participants made 

their imprints on the 
podium, with two 

para-athletes winning 
multiple medals
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We have seen media 
coverage of celebri-
ties’ funerals and how 
crowded it is. While it 

is the job of media to get glimpses of 
celebrities’ lives to their fans, how-
ever, all of us have witnessed re-
nowned personalities struggling to 
go from one spot to another amidst 
the crowd of reporters jostling to 
get a byte or clear picture. 

It seems that people have differ-
ent opinions on this kind of cover-
age. Recently, various Bollywood 
celebrities have called out the pa-
parazzi for the ‘insensitive’ funeral 
coverage of the late actor Sidharth 
Shukla. On September 2, 2021, the 
40-year-old actor bid farewell to 
the world due to a heart attack. 
He was cremated at Oshiwara cre-
matorium where his mother Rita 
Shukla, sisters, rumoured girl-
friend Shehnaaz Kaur Gill accom-
panied by her brother Shehbaz, 

were also present. 
The media frenzy was obvi-

ous. Expressions reporter Saumya 
Agrawal spoke to a cross-section of 
college-going youngsters to gauge 
their reaction on the matter.   

Neha Bora, a post-graduate stu-
dent of journalism, expressed her 
views after understanding the con-

cept of media ethics. “When celebri-
ties reach this degree of fame, every 
aspect of their death that is made 
public becomes a private spectacle. 
In an industry driven by clicks and 
copies sold, the desire to get some-
thing for the public, to obtain the 
narrative, and the audience, seems 
natural somewhere. We are wit-
nessing the most atrocious instanc-
es of insensitive media coverage, 
and as consumers, we can no longer 
accept the given information. The 
only way out I feel as a journalism 
student is setting stringent media 
ethics regulations for media com-
panies to understand their limits”, 
she said. 

Tarushi Goel, a 23-year-old pur-
suing LLB said, “There should be 
more education about the pres-
sures of such reporting and efforts 
to foster a healthier respect for ce-
lebrities should help to reduce the 
rush for these stories. This would 
also give celebrities and their fam-
ilies the respect and privacy they 
deserve.”

Media coverage of celeb 
funerals: Duty or Insensitivity?

Saumya Agrawal
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India’s third gold medal at the To-
kyo Paralympics 2020. 

Speaking more of it, Pramod 
Bhagat & Krishna Nagar acquired 
a historic gold medal in badminton 
and emerged as the best para-shut-
tlers in the country while Suhas 
Yathiraj & Manoj Sarkar won silver 
and bronze medals in badminton, 
respectively.

“It was unexpected” exclaimed 
Kritika Sahni, a businesswoman 
from Bangalore. She adds, “There is 
so much to learn from them such as 
defying preconceptions, coming out 
stronger & not giving up. They are not 
just athletes; they’re superheroes.” 

Tanishq Saxena, an engineering 
student residing in Bangalore says, 
“People with disabilities are less 

restricted by their impairments 
than by the obstacles imposed by 
society. The Olympics were broad-

cast on nearly every sports channel, 
but when the Paralympics began, 

no platform was ready to broad-
cast their events. This is where we 
lag. The Indian para-athletes broke 
down boundaries and showed their 
worth in the Paralympics.”

 Poorvi Singh, an entrepreneur 
residing in Lucknow says, “They de-
serve a huge applause. The Paralym-
pics empower disabled individuals 
& create a change in society.”

Disabilities don’t make anyone 
weak, instead, they make you stron-
ger. People with disabilities are at 
odds with society as much as with 
themselves. Yes, they are not like us, 
because they are superheroes with 
extra talents acquired with extra 
effort. They deserve to be treated 
with equal respect and paralympics 
is a great step to bring changes.

The paralympics empower 
disabled individuals 
& create a change in 
society. The Indian para-
athletes had done a 
remarkable job

Poorvi Singh

Anushka Sharma, 
Kriti Sanon, Gauahar 
Khan, Suyyash Rai, 
Kiran Manral and 
Zakir Khan among 
other celebrities 
condemned the 
insensitive coverage 
of deceased actor 
Sidharth Shukla



In 1982, the near fatal accidental 
injury of Bollywood superstar Ami-
tabh Bachchan on the sets of ‘Coolie’ 

triggered mass vigils by fans who start-
ed going on pilgrimages to pray for his 
recovery. A crowd surrounding hous-
es of celebrities on their birthdays or 
other special occasions just to catch a 
glimpse was common occurrence then. 
Fast forward to the present day, what 
has changed with time is the platform 
fans take to show their support— so-
cial media. 

Be it a raid on the premises of Ac-
tor Sonu Sood or sudden demise of 
Sidharth Shukla, the intensity of fan-
dom remains the same in India. How-
ever, there may be multiple facets to 
study about the fan culture and the 
related herd mentality, which has got 
a revolutionary makeover with the on-
set of social media. Sharing her views 
on the same, college student Aditi from 
Ranchi said, “It is true that as fans, we 
look up to our stars as inspirations. 
Thus whatever they do becomes a 
standard for us. But the problem be-
gins when we stop giving such behav-
ior or action any rational thought.”

Adding on to the problems associat-
ed with fan culture, Priti Singh, anoth-
er college student from Ranchi opines 
about celebrities glamorizing smok-
ing, drinking, and unhealthy mindset. 
“As fans, we have devotion towards 
our stars to the extent that we go and 
watch their movies or work even if we 
hear criticism about the same. But, it 

is high time to question whether they 
consider any ethical responsibility to-
wards their fandom or are we just num-
bers to them”, said Priti, reinstating the 
wide-ranging impact of celebrities’ ac-
tions on the society who often submit to 
the commercially oriented era. 

Truly the influence of celebrities and 
public figures is significant on the soci-
ety. From fashion to thoughts and even 
our daily lifestyle can be impacted by 
our celebrity idols. “It is so evident that 
we trust our favorite stars blindly and 
down the road many of them kick-start 
their political journey. As a result, fans 
even consider voting for them just be-
cause of the fandom without judging 
whether they can be good leaders or 
not and this is just the tip of the ice-
berg”, mentions Swati, a class 12 stu-
dent in Ranchi. 

Fandom is not a problem, but with 
that comes an added responsibility for 
celebrities and fans who must uphold 
their individual obligations and morals. 

CHANGING FACE OF 
FAN CULTURE
Vaishali Gautam

Similarly, Vaishali Gautam, 
a student of bachelor’s in 
journalism & mass commu-
nication said, “In my opin-
ion, most of us would call 
out the media for insensivity, 
but our hypocrisy lies in the 
fact that we seek the footage 
of funerals whenever such 
news comes. If we consider it 
wrong, then the mistake has 
been made by both the pre-
senters and the viewers. As 
far as the contemporary way 
of media covering funerals is 
concerned, no doubt report-

ers need to be more sensi-
tive, and we as an audience 
also need to be wiser. If we 
condemn such coverage, we 
should avoid watching such 
news and promoting them as 
well.”

When it comes to celebrity 
faces, from their lunch dates 
or post-workout sessions to 
their funerals, the media al-
ways leads the way in mak-
ing it a story. Perhaps a list of 
do’s and don’ts when report-
ing sensitive issues like this 
in the education system can 
help find a better path.

Most of us would call 
out the media for 
insensivity, but our 
(audience) hypocrisy 
lies in the fact that 
we seek the footage 
of funerals whenever 
such news comes

Vaishali Gautam | student

India has almost 267 
million tobacco users at 
present while more and 
more Bollywood A-listers 
associate themselves with 
such brands in surrogate 
advertising of their 
mouth-fresheners and 
other equivalents
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On September 2, 2021, 
the 40-year-old actor 
bid farewell to the 
world due to a heart 
attack
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